
TASK 

On a horizontal A4 sheet, draw an iceberg 
like the one below. You know that only about 
one tenth of its volume is above the 
waterline.  

The 20 items in the list below are all features 
of culture. Put each feature “above” or 
“below”. 

What is obvious, belongs above the 
waterline, while the other aspects are 
unseen and go below. (The number of 
words above ‘the waterline’ may be more 
than just 2.)  

When you have finished at least 15 out of 
20, discuss your results with your partner.  

collective traumas  

dress code  

eye contact 

facial expressions 

gestures 

clothes  

history 

ideas of beauty 

notions of fairness 

notions of modesty/decency 

popular dishes 

popular role models 

religious beliefs 

religious rituals 

table manners 

taboos 

the concept of time 

the notion of hospitality 

work ethic 

working hours 

 

obvious, observable 

unseen,  
“goes without saying” 
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