Intro UE : The Tortilla Curtain by T.C. Boyle (12 minutes)

I. 
Einstieg über ein Cartoon (aus urheberrechtlichen Gründen können wir hier keinen Vorschlag machen) zum Beispiel mit folgenden Aufgaben:

Tasks:

1. Describe the picture.
2. Comment on the cartoonist’s message. 

3. Is he successful in conveying the message?

4. Draw on your general knowledge on immigration: Is the message still relevant today? 

II.
 IMMIGRATION (Unterrichtsgespräch)

Myths

vs.


Reality

possible results on board

	· Take away jobs

· Lower wages, depress wages for local unskilled workers
· Live on taxpayers’ money, social security, net burden

· Benefit scroungers, become criminals more easily than native population

· Are terrorists or offer potential terrorists a safe haven
· Change the neighborhood → less valuable property

· Strain public services (schools, health costs) at the taxpayers’ expense


	· Do jobs nobody else wants to do → are desperately needed  (nannies, maids, gardeners, farmhands, fruit pickers,  waiters etc)
· Try to better themselves and therefore work hard

· Try to adapt to  American  society, are proud of being or becoming Americans, to integrate into American society, to assimilate 
· Boost the economy because they increase demand

· Are ambitious




III. Intro to movie “Ellis Island”: 

Ellis Island, Island of Hope, Island of Tears  (12 minutes)

New vocab: beacon – Leuchtbake; beacon of hope – Hoffnungsträger; steerage – people with the cheapest tickets had to travel steerage 
IV. While-watching activity (blackboard) (2 minutes)

Pay special attention to the following facts: 
1. Why did people leave their respective home countries?
2. Which countries did they come from? 
3. What was the journey like?
V. results (3’) UG

VI. 4 roles → interior monologue, work on your own, read transparency (8 minutes) (cf. Kopiervorlage US immigration acts), take notes, use provided props (old suitcase, jackets, hats etc.), put yourselves into the shoes of an immigrant and act out.

Useful links: 

http://www.gjenvick.com/Immigration/SummaryOfImmigrationLaws.html  (A Summary of the Immigration Laws of the United States from 1882)

http://www.gjenvick.com/Immigration/1905-02-HowImmigrantsAreInspected.html  (How Immigrants Are Inspected at Ellis Island circa 1903 )
VII.       Act out roles (10 minutes)
half-time

VIII. Transfer:  Texts (Mexican illegal immigration )+ assignment (10 minutes)

1. What problems arise from Mexican illegal immigration?
2. Who profits from illegal immigration?
