
Blasting borders – Napoleon and Germany  

 

1789 

Holy Roman Empire of German Nation  

1803 / 1806 

 

- territories of the emperor,  

- territories of spiritual lords,  

- many territories of temporal lords 

(kingdoms, duchies, baronies, etc.)  

- free imperial cities  

- no more territories of spiritual lords, 

- creation of new kingdoms (Bavaria, 

Wurttemberg); end of the Holy 

Roman Empire of German Nation 

- only four free cities left   (Frankfurt, 

Hamburg, Bremen, Lübeck) 

 

 secularization (ending the political rule of the Church in  

many territories) and mediatization (ending the rule of small  

princes / noblemen and the autonomy of most of the free  

imperial cities)  

 

 end of the Holy Roman Empire of German Nation  
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