US Immigration acts (transparency with additional bits of information for ‘interior monologue’)
1875   First federal immigration legislation bars convicts, prostitutes, and coolies (Chinese contract laborers).
1882   Chinese immigration is curtailed. Lunatics, idiots, and any person unable to take care of himself or herself without becoming a public charge are excluded.
1885   Contract laborers are excluded.
1891   Paupers, polygamists, the insane, and persons with a loathsome or dangerous contagious disease are excluded.
1903   Epileptics, professional beggars, and anarchists are excluded.
1907   Imbeciles, the feeble-minded, tuberculars, persons with physical or mental defects that could affect their ability to earn a living, and children under 16 unaccompanied by their parents are excluded. Gentlemen’s agreement between the U.S. and Japan curtails Japanese immigration. 
1917   Literacy act enacted. Virtually all immigration from Asia is banned.
1921   Temporary quotas limit admission to 3% of each nationality’s representation in the 1910 census. An annual ceiling of 350,000 is placed on immigration.
1924   Admissions from each country are further reduced to 2% of each nationality’s representation in the 1890 census. An annual ceiling of 165,000 is placed on immigration. This formal quota system is to be replaced in 1927 with a national origins system limiting immigration to 150,000 per year and assigning quotas based on each nationality’s percentage of the total population in the 1920 census. This restrictive policy was not changed until 1965.

