Ellis Island Museum – Immigration Restrictions
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First federal immigration legislation bars con-
victs, prostitutes, and coolies (Chinese contract
laborers).

Chinese immigration is curtailed. Lunatics,
idiots, and any person unable to take care of
himself or herself without becoming a public
charge are excluded.

from Asia is banned.

Temporary quotas limit admissions to 3% of
each nationality’s representation in the 1910
census. An annual ceiling of 350,000 is placed
on immigration.

Admissions from each country are further
reduced to 2% of each nationality’s representa-
tion in the 1890 census. An annual ceiling of
165,000 is placed on immigration. This formal
quota system is to be replaced in 1927 with a
national origins system limiting immigration
150,000 per year and assigning quotas based
each nationality’s percentage of the total popu-
lation in the 1920 census. This restrictive policy
was not changed until 1965,




